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by King, published in Christian Century on 6 F e h a r y  1957 as “Nonviolence and 
Racial Justice,” was not based on RustinS draft. 

Dear Rev. King, 

For some time I have been deeply disturbed with the manner in which Chrisl 
tian publications in this country have concentrated on the political aspects of 
racial change, and have tended to respond in their thinking for Christians as 
citizens rather than addressing themselves to the moral issues beneath the 
struggle. 

It has occurred to me that perhaps you and Rev. Graetz might challenge a 
more profound approach. For what it is worth I enclose a memorandum for your 
study and consideration. If you and Rev. Graetz could jointly sign something simi- 
lar to this and submit it to Dr. Harold Fey of the Christian Century (he is the 
editor, as you doubtless know), several things might occur: 

The readers of Christian Century would undoubtedly begin a correspondence 
with the magazine; Montgomery protest and its Christian significance would be 
under debate and the real issue from the Christian viewpoint would be under 
discussion. 

There, of course, may be reasons why this would not be a sound thing for you 
to do. I should, however, appreciate hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 
Bayard Rustin 

TLc. BRP-DLC: Reel 3. 

From Alma John 

28 September 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

WWRL radio host John featured King? 12 August sermon at New Ymk City ? 
Mount Olivet Baptist Church on her show, a daily program for women called The 
Homemaker’s Club. O n 5  November Kingpromised to send a tape recording of the 
sermon, adding that he was “very happy” to hear of the enthusiastic response it had 
elicited: “I am always glad to know that I can be of some little service.” 

I .  Alma Vessels John (1906- 1986), born in Philadelphia, graduated from New York University and 
the Harlem Hospital School of Nursing, becoming a registered nurse in 1929. She worked at Harlem 
Hospital until 1939, when she was fired for trying to organize for better working conditions and higher 
wages. She later became the first African-American woman to become director of a school for practic- 
ing nurses in New York state and in 1946 became executive director of the National Association of 
Colored Graduate Nurses. Beginning in 1952 she hosted The Homemaker? Club on WWRL radio and 
later produced and hosted a half-hour television program, Black Pride. John interviewed guests such 
as Rosa Parks and Ella Fitzgerald and commented on health, education, and community issues. 382 
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The Reverand Martin Luther King 
Pastor 
The Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Montgomery Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

In my four years of broadcasting I have never had a more enthusiastic listener 
response than your sermon delivered at the Mt. Olivet Baptist church evoked! 

It was a real pleasure to meet you and your sister personally and I do hope our 
paths will cross again before long. 

Scores of people telephoned and many more wrote to ask whether you mes- 
sage was available on a record. Their requests have inspired me to visit churches 
in our several communities on Sunday mornings to record good sermons and I 
hope to make them available to interested listeners possibly mimeographed at 
first. 

I plan to title them “Sermons to Live By.” Several men have told me about the 
magnificent sermon you preached at Denver and I wonder if it would be possible 
for you to send me a tape recording of it. 

One of my Jewish friends was so impressed with your message that he gave me 
a contribution to send you to assist in a small way your very important bus protest 
activity. 

Should you wish to send him an acknowledgement his name is: 
Mr. Sol Dason 
Proprietor-Tru Walk Shoe Store 
60-15 Roosevelt Ave., 
Woodside, 77 
N.Y. 
Please accept my very best wishes for continued success! 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Alma John 
Director 
The Homemaker’s Club 
Radio Station 

WWRL 

AHLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 60. 

To Viva 0. Sloan 

I October 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

I Oct 
‘956 

In a 17 September letter Viva Sloan, an MIA supporter from West Virginia, asked 
King whether he considered Eisenhower or  Stevenson “the safer or  better leader as 383 
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